
Participation of the Podresca Research Centre at the 11th February 2015 
Meeting

New York, United Nations Headquarters
 

We are pleased to inform you that the President of the Podresca Research 
Centre Silvana Tiani and the scientific director Silvano Brunelli will 
participate at the United Nations meeting "The role of families in the 

future we want - Promote the strengthening of families within the 
Sustainable Development Goals", held in New York.

 
The Meeting promoted by IFFD, International Federation for the Family 

Development, will be held on the 11th February 2015 with the aim of 
focusing on the goals for the future and to reward projects that stood out in 

2014 on the occasion of the Twentieth Anniversary of the International 
Year of the Family.

 
The UN Economic and Social Council, in its resolution 2015/3 indicates: 

"It is necessary that Member States give high regard to the advancement of 
the development of family policies in the development agenda of 
development after 2015". In respect to this, the meeting aims at 

highlighting the current priority "Rethinking and strengthen social 
development in the modern world" at the 53-th Session of the Commission 

for Social Development.
 

The Podresca Research Centre has been invited to give its contribution to 
the event, having distinguished itself for its innovative research on the 

development of human skills during the project "Building Relationships" 
presented as a good practice the Expert Group Meeting in Brussels (2012), 
and following the participation at the UN meeting "The role of families in 

social development" in 2014, New York.
 

"The Millennium Development Goals", better known as the MDGs 
(Millennium Development Goals - http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/) 
have been developed to translate into practice the Millennium Declaration 
signed in September 2000 at the United Nations 191 Heads of State and 

Government.

http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/


In the past fifteen years, the Millennium Development Goals have been the 
central framework for international cooperation and, more generally, for 

development-oriented public policy.
 

One of the reasons behind their success is the indisputable clarity of the 
theoretical background characterising them. In fact, they synthesise the 

new idea of development spreading since the early nineties, thanks to the 
first annual report of UNDP (United Nations Development Programme) 

publication in May 1990 , which introduced the concept of "human 
development". Basical to the new theoretical conception, there was the 

positioning of people at the center of development. A common belief was 
that in the past the human dimension of development had been neglected 
due to an excessive emphasis on economic growth and a lack of attention 
to issues such as the knowledge and the right to a long and healthy life. 
From a solid theoretical background, The Millennium Goals managed to 

merge a solid theoretical background with simplicity and clarity of 
objectives, reaching broad support and public recognition.  By Milleniun 
Development Goals at the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): Lost 
in Translation, Salvatore Monni and Massimo Pallottine, November 3, 

2014.
 

The research "Science of human abilities" developed by Podresca 
Research Centre has achieved significant results that have improved life 

standards of the person and of family, and brought an important 
contribution to the quality of education. The research and training project 

based on the development of human life skills is a real innovation and 
offers powerful tools for personal growth and for social policies.

 
In the current historical moment, the social role of the person is indeed 
crucial, in particular for what concerns maturity, values, choices and 

behaviours. It follows that the current priority directions of development 
include an extraordinary commitment to achieve these longed for goals.

 
 
 
 
 


